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Tennessee Crop Weather 

Issued Monday 3:00 PM;  June 20, 2011 Week Ending June 19, 2011 

 

RAIN ARRIVES AS WHEAT HARVEST PROGRESSES 
 

A slow-moving front dropped precipitation across most of Tennessee last week, creating improved conditions for spring-

planted crops.  Normal temperatures coupled with rains provided a welcome relief for farmers concerned about the effect 

of hot and dry weather earlier this month.  In between rains, farmers were busy harvesting winter wheat, planting double-

cropped soybeans, transplanting tobacco, and finishing up the first hay harvest of the season.  By the end of the week, 

nearly all of the winter wheat crop had hit maturity, with three-quarters of the crop harvested.  Storms brought hail to parts 

of the state last week, but no major livestock or crop damage was reported. 

 

There were 5 days suitable for fieldwork across the state.  Topsoil moisture levels were rated 3 percent very short, 21 

percent short, 65 percent adequate and 11 percent surplus.  Subsoil moisture levels were rated 5 percent very short, 23 

percent short, 68 percent adequate and 4 percent surplus.  Temperatures averaged 4 degrees above normal in West 

Tennessee and near normal elsewhere.  Precipitation levels were above normal across the state.   

 

n/a = not available 

 

County Agent Comments 

 

“The farmers in Fayette County were happy to see rain that came this week. Last week farmers in Fayette County were 

chasing moisture and some had to quit planting due to lack of it. Farmers are spraying for pests in their crops, harvesting 

wheat, cutting hay and planting wheat beans.” 

Jeffery D. Via, Fayette County 

 

“Wheat harvest is near completion and soybean planters are following on the heels of the combines. Producers made 

excellent strides this week with plenty of heat and sunshine. Thunderstorms brought much needed precipitation Thursday 

night and Friday with 1 to 2 inches being reported along with some hail.” 

Jeff Lannom, Weakley County 

 

“Got much needed rain this week but with the rain came some damaging winds. Lots of trees down across the county and 

some fences are in need of repair. No report yet of any lost livestock.” 

Kevin Rose, Giles County 

 

“Widespread rainfall benefited all crops and forages, except where ponding water occurred. Some erosion in plowed 

ground.” 

David K. Glover, Smith County 
 

“Mid-week thundershowers brought much-needed moisture to crops and pastures this week. Rainfall amounts varied 

greatly across the county. First-cutting hay harvest is nearing completion.” 

John Wilson, Blount County 

 

“Tomato crop is very good. With several 90 degree days back to back, fruit set has slowed.” 

Anthony Carver, Grainger County 

 

“Two rains this week have returned surface soil moisture to productive levels.” 

Chris Ramsey, Sullivan County 

 

CROP PROGRESS CONDITION 

Crop 
This 

Week 

Last 

Week 
2010 

Five 

Year 

Avg. 

Item 
Very 

Poor 
Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 Percent  Percent 

Corn – Silking 6 n/a 24 17 Corn 1 8 27 48 16 

Cotton – Squaring 18 n/a 24 29 Cotton 1 8 21 64 6 

Hay – First Cutting 94 89 87 92 Pastures 3 12 31 45 9 

Soybeans – Planted 88 73 90 84 Soybeans 1 3 17 68 11 

Soybeans – Emerged 64 44 76 70 Tobacco 1 4 25 60 10 

Tobacco – Transplanted 87 78 90 89       

Winter Wheat – Ripe 97 88 91 92       

Winter Wheat – Harvested 75 37 50 54       



 

 

DAMAGE ASSESSMENT BY DISTRICT DUE TO SPRING STORMS AND FLOODING – JUNE 2011 

 

 

CORN 

Extent 
Delta 

10 

West 

20 

Western 

Rim 

30 

Central 

Basin 

40 

Cumberland 

Plateau 

50 

East 

60 
State 

 Percent of Damage 
None 49 35 56 63 83 50 50 

Light 19 26 21 25 11 23 23 

Moderate 14 19 17 9 6 14 14 

Severe 18 20 6 3 0 13 13 

 

 

 

 

 

This week’s precipitation and temperature table is available at:  www.nass.usda.gov/TN 
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HAY 

Extent 
Delta 

10 

West 

20 

Western 

Rim 

30 

Central 

Basin 

40 

Cumberland 

Plateau 

50 

East 

60 
State 

 Percent of Damage 
None 69 65 67 82 74 44 69 

Light 29 18 19 14 8 33 19 

Moderate 1 11 11 3 5 15 8 

Severe 1 6 3 1 13 8 4 

LIVESTOCK 

Extent 
Delta 

10 

West 

20 

Western 

Rim 

30 

Central 

Basin 

40 

Cumberland 

Plateau 

50 

East 

60 
State 

 Percent of Damage 
None 80 81 78 92 79 64 82 

Light 19 10 16 7 3 28 12 

Moderate 1 7 5 1 4 6 3 

Severe 0 2 1 0 14 2 3 

WINTER WHEAT 

Extent 
Delta 

10 

West 

20 

Western 

Rim 

30 

Central 

Basin 

40 

Cumberland 

Plateau 

50 

East 

60 
State 

 Percent of Damage 
None 59 57 81 78 76 46 65 

Light 20 31 14 15 10 36 23 

Moderate 7 7 4 5 7 10 6 

Severe 15 5 1 2 7 8 6 


